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The Rev. James Robertson holds the two chalices that were stolen from his Pembroke church.

Gift' returned to rightful owner
Chalices stolen in Pembroke left
on doorstep of Duxbury church

By Roger Snow
EHTEAPtttSE COnnESPOHOCMT

PEMBROKE — A Duxbury priest recently stumbled
across two chalices worth $3,000 apiece and tho answer to
a question being asked six miles away.

Sometime overnight on Sunday, Oct. 1, someone
stuffed two gold, garnet-studded church goblets into a gro
cery sack and dropped them at the doorstep of5t John the
Evangelist Church in Duxbury.

Rev. Michael Marrone, the church pastor, thought they
were a gift. What they were was stolen property.

Earlier that afternoon, sometime after a I p.m. bap
tism and before a 5 p.m. Mass, thieves entered St. Thecla s
Catholic Church in Pembroke, snuck past the altar and
snatched the chalices from on unlocked safe.

But the thieves apparently mude a late-night delivery
at the first church they found that ni«ht — in Duxbury.

"They were just there in a bni{. There was no note. It
was (|uitc mysterious," Marrotw said. "I hud no idea where
thev came from." . , .

'Ki*li"i(iuM itcciiuturment-s dim I hnvc *en:il numnurs
;in<l i!i<n«-r:illy aren't marked, su I heir union cuulcl not lie
ti-u-i»i. Hill lln- uwcnptiun rrvenli'tl iln- •■halicrs liiul Injun
t!r.n:.K-il in iiii-mmv.il'soiiiwiiii- iuiimiI !..•<■ l'unninu'h:mi.

Murronne recalled that a Cunningham had been a pas
tor at St John's in the 1940s, so he assumed they belonged
at his church and put them away.

"I figured somebody found the chalices up in the attic
and was embarrassed they'd forgotten about them for so
long." Marronne said, himself slightly embarrassed with
his off-target deduction. "I had no idea they were from bt.

Thticls's *
Ho realized a week later, when church sexton Charles

Critch, the man who found the abandoned grocery bag
with the chalices inside, noticed a story in a local paper
about the StThecla's burglary.

"That"s when I started getting curious, Marrone said,
laughing a bit. "I was still convinced they were ours, so I
called up Father (James) Mahoney and asked him to de
scribe what they looked like. He did and that was the end
of thu mystery." , , ,.

Mahoney retrieved the chalices last Wednesday, they
were back in time for weekend services.

"We were thrilled they turned up," said Father James
Robertson ofSt. Thecla's. "They had been donated by fami
lies in the parish and you hate to lose something people
havo donated." ,

Thiuvus ulso stole two Oriental throw rugs, worth 5500

"Wo hoptT we're able to get those back as well," Rob
ert .•urn said. nxmunK they are less likely to turn up.
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Marrono believes the thieves
had a change ofheart.

"Maybe what they did got to
them— they felt guilty," he said.
But Marrone puts more cre

dence in another second theory
"I was told by a chief of police

once that fences won't take reli
gious items unless you can verify
you own it There's a code, an
ethic," he said. "The rugs would
be easy, but the chalices, you'd
have a hard time pawning them


